Withdrawal of the Number 10 Bus Service (Warrington–Stretton via Daresbury & Hatton)
 
The Number 10 bus ran from Warrington Bus Interchange to Stretton (Cat & Lion) via Daresbury Science Park and Hatton.  It was introduced in September 2023 under Warrington Borough Council’s “Better by Bus” improvements .  The service was operated by Howard’s (now Omega) Busways .
 
Withdrawal Date
 
Warrington Borough Council has announced that Services 10 and 47 (operated by Omega Busways) will cease on Saturday 14 September 2025 .  This is explicitly stated in the council’s press release (dated 14 August 2025) and accompanying news reports: “Howards (Omega Busways) – Service 10 … Ends on Saturday, 14 September.” .
 
Reasons for Withdrawal
 
The council explains that the service must be withdrawn because the government funding that was sustaining it has ended.  Route 10 was part of the Bus Service Improvement Programme (BSIP) rollout (with ~£16m secured for new routes) .  In August 2025 the council noted that as this BSIP funding period ends, some services will be withdrawn .  A council spokesperson warned that without ongoing subsidies the route “is not viable for a commercial bus operator” .  In short, the Number 10 was deemed not commercially sustainable once BSIP support ceased.
 
Replacement or Alternative Services
 
No direct replacement for service 10 has been announced.  The council says its transport team is “continuing to look for new and innovative ways to provide travel solutions,” but did not name any new route to replace the 10 .  Passengers on the Hatton/Daresbury corridor will have to rely on existing buses: for example, Warrington’s Own Buses still runs services 8, 8A and 9B to Hatton (via Stockton Heath) , and Arriva/Ashcroft Travel routes serve Daresbury/Sci-Tech Daresbury.  In particular, Ashcroft’s service 62/62A (with Halton Council support) continues to connect Warrington Interchange with Sci-Tech Daresbury and on to Runcorn .  (Service 62A’s timetable shows morning trips at 07:11, 08:26, 09:26 at Sci-Tech Daresbury .)  No new bus service has been announced to cover the exact path of the Number 10, so Hatton and Stretton residents will have to use these nearby alternatives (or other transport).
 
Official Statements and Responses
 
Warrington Borough Council issued an official notice and spokesperson statements on this change.  The press release on 14 August 2025 explains the cuts in the context of BSIP funding ending .  It quotes a council spokesperson saying they try to avoid cuts but “without continued financial support, these services are not viable for a commercial bus operator.” .  The council also tweeted a summary: “Following a review of bus services, a number of routes will be withdrawn from September, due to Bus Service Improvement Programme (BSIP) funding coming to an end” .  No specific quote was given by local elected politicians (the council’s Cabinet Member had praised these new services when they launched in 2023 , but no updated comment on the withdrawal was found).  Omega Busways (the operator) has not publicly commented on the cut, but earlier in 2024 praised the route’s popularity. The company’s MD noted that ridership on the Number 10 had “grown in passengers month on month” and highlighted the personal service by drivers , indicating that the service had been appreciated by its users.
 
An Omega Busways driver on route 10, which has been noted for its friendly service . (No image credit – Omega Busways company photo.)
 
Public Reaction
 
As of this writing, we found no reports of formal public campaigns (petitions or protests) specifically about the Number 10 cut.  Local media (e.g. the Warrington Guardian) has not published a story on this withdrawal, and no petitions were found in news searches.  However, social media discussions indicate frustration among Hatton and Daresbury residents.  For example, local posts lament that new housing developments around Daresbury and Hatton will soon be left “without a decent public transport”.  (These comments are from community forums, not formal sources.)  Overall, while direct citations are lacking, it is clear that losing the only regular bus linking Hatton and Daresbury to Warrington will cause concern in those communities.
 
Timetable and Route Changes
 
The existing route 10 timetable (published by Warrington Council and Omega) will simply be removed after 14 Sept 2025.  The most recent timetable (September 2023) shows multiple daily journeys (about 11 outbound in the morning to afternoon) between Warrington and Stretton .  From 15 Sept 2025 onward, no Number 10 services will run.  Warrington’s “Bus timetables and routes” page (updated 23 July 2025) still lists Route 10 under “Other providers: Omega Busways” ; this entry will be deleted or marked as withdrawn once the cut takes effect.  No other official timetable or route changes have been announced in connection with the withdrawal.
 
Sources: Warrington Borough Council news release and timetable pages ; Warrington news websites ; Omega Busways website and timetables ; Halton bus timetable (service 62/62A) . All information current as of September

